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A Tour through the Water Quality Control Commission Website 
 
Where do you go when you need to know about an upcoming hearing, special meeting, updated water quality 
regulations or other topics concerning you and your agency?  The Colorado Water Quality Control Commission (WQCC) 
website at http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/op/wqcc/index.html is the best reference tool available. The following is a 
quick orientation to who the WQCC is and how to navigate their website.  For more detail on your particular point of 
interest please check out the website and click on the titles listed. 

Who is Water Quality Control Commission?  The Commission is the administrative agency responsible for developing 
specific state water quality policies in a manner that implements the broader policies set forth by the Legislature in 
the Colorado Water Quality Control Act. The Commission adopts water quality classifications and standards for surface 
and ground waters of the state, as well as various regulations aimed at achieving compliance with those classifications 
and standards. The Commission meets the second Monday (and Tuesday, if necessary) of the month to develop and 
maintain comprehensive programs for the prevention, control and abatement of water pollution and for the protection 
of water quality in the state. The Commission's nine members are appointed by the Governor for three year terms and 
confirmed by the Colorado Senate. Appointments are to "achieve geographical representation" and "reflect the various 
interests in water in the state." At least two members are to be from west of the Continental Divide. 

You can access the agenda for Commission meetings, upcoming hearing notices or the current Commission regulations.  
There are other categories on the website for additional information.  Check them out! 

What About Water Quality Control Commission Hearings?  This section of the website includes upcoming hearing 
notices. It’s a useful tool to be able to access the Rulemaking Hearings including the documents related to upcoming 
and recently completed rulemaking hearings; the hearing notice, the party status list, prehearing statements, rebuttal 
statements, written comments, the prehearing order and final action documents. 

There are a variety of types of hearings.  Administrative Action Hearings provide documents related to upcoming and 
recently completed Administrative Action Hearings which can be found under this heading. Administrative Action 
Hearings are proceedings through which the Commission takes formal action other than adopting or amending 
regulations. Examples include amendments to Commission policies, approval of funding priorities and intended use 
plans, approval of section 303(d) listing methodology, approval of section 208 water quality management plans, and 
approval of section 305(b) report concerning the status of water quality in Colorado. 

The Triennial and Routine Reviews section provides the information on Public Informational Hearings.  This is where 
the Commission reviews all water quality classifications and standards and control regulations at least once every three 
years. Other regulations are reviewed at least once every five years. The Commission does not take action at an 
informational hearing, but may schedule a rulemaking hearing as a result of one. A schedule of triennial and routine 

reviews may be accessed under this heading.  

Adjudicatory Hearings are held by the Commission as needed. Documents related to adjudicatory hearings can be 
accessed under this heading. 

http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/op/wqcc/MeetingsandNotices/wqag.htm
http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/op/wqcc/MeetingsandNotices/HearingNotices/wqupc.html
http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/regulations/wqccregs/index.html


If you’re looking for an electronic copy of documents from past hearings they can be accessed through the Index of 
Hearing Records. 

 
Without naming all the headings and titles of the Commission website suffice it to say with a little searching you should 
be able to find what you’re looking for.  There is a myriad of other categories including the Commission roster with 
each of their biographical sketches; Statues, Regulations and Policies; Water Quality Classifications and Standards 
Review; Special Topics and Other Resources.   
 
Hopefully this quick tour has piqued your interest and been helpful enough to navigate you to the most useful sections.   
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The CWWUC meets the second Wednesday of every 
month.  Most meetings are held at the 
Littleton/Englewood WWTP, located at 2900 S. Platte 
River Drive, Englewood, CO.  Please visit our website 
for a map and driving directions.  

October 8        
 

Dr. William Lewis, Director of the Center for 
Limnology at the Cooperative Institute for Research in 
Environmental Sciences (CIRES). He is also a Fellow of 
CIRES, and a Professor in the Ecology and Evolutionary 
Biology Department at University of Colorado-
Boulder. Dr. William's field of specialization is inland 
waters, including lakes, streams, rivers, and wetlands.  
He will be speaking about nutrients in reservoirs, 
phosphorus and nitrogen and their relationship to the 
reservoir and water/wastewater streams. 

 

November 12                            

 

Steve Gunderson, Director of the Water Quality 
Control Division will provide his regular update of 
Division and Legislative Activities.  

 

Jill Piatt Kemper, Senior Environmental Engineer for 
the City of Aurora and Chair and founding member of 
the Colorado Stormwater Council will discuss 
stormwater permits, negotiations with the state and a 
little bit of background on the development of the 
Stormwater Council. (Jill was previously scheduled 
for the August meeting) 
 

December 10          

 
Steve Canton, GEI Consultants will provide updates on 
previous studies and where we may be going with 
future regulatory studies.   

 

 

 

Mentoring - Connecting Needs to 
Knowledge 

Building a knowledge and experience base of water and 
wastewater professionals with areas of expertise in 
technology, operations, process control, planning, 
laboratory, regulations, permitting and  maintenance. 

The Mentoring Program is designed to provide online (Post 
a Question) and personal (Peer to Peer) mentoring 
services to water and wastewater utilities in Colorado.  
Become a Mentor and help others (Mentees) find solutions 
to problems. 

It's free! Visit the Water and Wastewater 
Mentoring Program: www.cwwuc.org/mentoring or 
contact Paul Ferraro at 303.904.2177.  Click here 
(http://cwwuc.org/2008Brochure.pdf) for the Mentoring 
Program Brochure. 

 

 

http://cwwuc.org/2008Brochure.pdf


Spill Reporting 

One of the important workgroups which has just concluded 
its work was the Spill Reporting group.  The group was 
tasked with not only evaluating the Division’s spill 
reporting policies but to develop standardized procedures 

for all incidences and documents.  

The final document can be found on the Division’s website 
at http://www.cwqf.org/Workgroups/spill.asp   As part of 
the final roundup of tasks, the Division is in the process of 
modifying the boilerplate for the domestic permits to 
provide clarity regarding the ownership of the collection 
system to be the Permittee's responsibility.  It, and the 
treatment works is covered under the permit; including 
the requirement to properly operate and maintain those 
facilities. 

The Division will delete all reference to spill reporting in 
permits since it may not be consistent with the Guidance. 
They will include the language from sections III.1. and 2. 
and IV.1. and 3. of the Guidance into a permit at the 
request of the Permittee. This will be limited to the 
language in the Guidance, verbatim. This was a request 
which the Division has agreed to fulfill.  They will modify 
the Guidance to indicate that this language will be 
included in permits at the Permittee's request. This 
revision to the Guidance was Noticed in the Division's 
bulletin in September. The Division will consider inclusion 
of BMPs suggested by a permittee into its permit which, if 
accepted, would be subject to the provisions of section 
IV.2. of the Guidance.

 

 

Unusually high rainfalls in the Denver area in August 
had even the South Platte River higher than normal 
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The Colorado Water Quality Forum workgroups provide 
an opportunity for an ongoing informal dialogue among 
diverse parties of stakeholders’ interests in water 
quality management.  Participants include water 
suppliers, industrial and municipal dischargers, 
environmental groups and federal, state and local 
agencies.   

Each quarter Forum Corner provides a brief status of 
some of the active workgroups.  It is not meant to be a 
detailed update.  For more information go to 
http://www.cwqf.org and click on Workgroup Links.   

Agricultural Diversions — The September meeting of 
the Agricultural Diversions workgroup was rescheduled 
for sometime early spring of 2009.  The Water Quality 
Control Division has asked for this change in order to 
allow them time to complete more discharge permits 
under the new policy and thus be able to facilitate 
better discussion about the new policy at the spring 

meeting.  Gary Beers, Facilitator CDPH&E, 
303.692.3524, gary.beers@state.co.us or the 
coordinator Landon Gates, Colorado Farm Bureau, 

303.749.7516, lgates@colofb.com.   
 
Spill Reporting — This workgroup has officially finished 
its work.  It has finalized the Spill Guidance document 
which can be found at 
http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/wq/WhatsNew/SpillGui
dance.pdf  Please note the brief article in this 
newsletter which provides some changes in permits 
specifically related to the spill guidance document! 
Contact Dave Akers, Facilitator, 303.692.3591 
Dave.Akers@state.co.us or the Coordinator Dave 
Meyers, City of Westminster, 303.430.2400 x2376 
dmeyer@ci.westminster.co.us.  
 
Aquatic Life — Recalibration of bioassessment tools for 
macroinvertebrates and fish refinement of aquatic life 
use classifications.  These will be the next topics for 
discussion in the Aquatic Life workgroup. Contact the 
Facilitator, Christopher Theel CDPH&E, for the latest 
information.  Call Chris at 303.692.3558 or email him at 
Christopher.Theel@state.co.us for updates.    
                                   
Nutrient Criteria —The next meeting (a joint meeting 
with the Aquatic Life workgroup) is November 18 at 
1:30 in the Sabin room at the Division.   In August the 
Division presented ideas for a Direct Use Water Supply 
sub-classification for lakes, accompanied by chlorophyll 
thresholds associated with a range of water quality 
impairment.  A separate presentation provided a status 
report on progress toward rule-making hearings 
scheduled for three lakes with control regulations 
based on site-specific nutrient criteria.  For streams, 



field work is underway to compare macrobenthos 
sampling techniques in support of expanding the data 
base to include work by other parties. Co-Chairs are:  
Rivers and Streams Blake Beyea, Water Quality Control 
Division 303.692.3656 Blake.Beyea@state.co.us ,Lakes 
and Reservoirs 
 
Lakes and Reservoirs Jim Saunders, Water Quality 
Control Division,  Jim.Saunders@state.co.us  
Coordinator, Mary Fabisiak, City of Westminster, 
mfabisiak@ci.westminster.co.us 303.430.2400 ext. 
2187 

Regulation 61 — A draft notice of the proposed 
changes to Regulation 61 went to the WQCC for their 
approval at their October meeting.  The workgroup’s 
last meeting was September 11th.  In November the 
workgroup will transform into a forum for discussion 
of implementation issues. This was a recommendation 
at the Forum Retreat.  The Division is following through 
with the recommendation. If interested in knowing 
more about the changes which may affect you and your 
permit contact Janet Kieler, the facilitator, CDPH&E 
303.692.3599 Janet.kieler@state.co.us or Carol Webb 
the Coordinator, City of Fort Collins 970.221.6231 
cwebb@fcgov.com 

 

Membrane Treatment— This workgroup continues to 
meet on a quarterly basis. The next meeting is October 
7th, 9:00-11:00 at the Wes Brown Water Treatment 
Plan in Thornton.  The Pilot Project subcommittee has 
been meeting monthly and is gearing up for 
implementation of two zero liquid discharge pilot 
projects to be initiated in 2009.  One demonstration 
will be hosted by the City of Brighton; the other by the 
City of La Junta.  The subcommittee is in the process of 
securing grant monies and donations from utilities and 
water providers to fully fund the effort.  A parallel 
effort is underway to secure funding for a renewable 
energy system design (feasibility study and preliminary 
design) that could power the two piloted projects.  In 
addition the East Cherry Creek Water and Sanitation 
District is currently piloting two brine concentration 
processes at the Lochbuie Wastewater Treatment 
Facility.  Project results should be available later this 

year.�� For more information contact either Dave Akers 

CDPH&E 303.692.3591 dave.akers@state.co.us or Laurie 

Rink lrink@uos.net .�

Standards Framework— This workgroup is a forum to 
discuss issues that will be addressed at the Regulation 
#31 (Basic Standards) rulemaking hearing in 2010.  Note 
that the separate Nutrient and Aquatic Life Workgroups 
are also addressing issues that will be decided by the 
Water Quality Control Commission at the 2010 hearing).  
  
The September meeting discussed dissolved oxygen 
criteria in mountain lakes, discharger-specific 
variances, and status of nonylphenol investigations by 
Metro Wastewater, Littleton/Englewood, Boulder, and 
Colorado Springs.  The October 15 meeting will discuss 
the biotic ligand model for copper and December 16 is 
scheduled for agricultural classifications and standards.  
Paul Frodhardt of the Water Quality Control 
Commission is the Chair; 303.692.3468  
paul.frohardt@state.co.us and Amy Woodis of the 
Metro Wastewater Reclamation District is the 
Coordinator; 303.286.3240 
awoodis@mwrd.dst.co.us.  Contact either of them with 
questions or possible issues for discussion.   

E. Coli—The next E. Coli workgroup meeting is 
scheduled for October 30 at the Urban Drainage and 
Flood Control District. Discussion items from the last 
meeting included: what data are needed? how will 
insufficient data impact the TMDL?, what to do if dry 
weather screening shows no sources?, what could a 
wildlife off-ramp look like?  For more details contact 
either the Chair at 303.692.3339 
rebecca.anthony@state.co.us or Coordinator James 
McCarthy at jim-m@arvada.org  

TMDL/303(d)—This workgroup began meeting again this 
fall.  Aimee Konowal is the chair 
aimee.konowal@state.co.us and Amy Woodis is the 
Coordinator awoodis@mwrd.dst.co.us The current 
schedule of discussion items for the rest of 2008 is:   
Process, Narrative Standards: Grand Lake Clarity 
Standard, Lakes and D.O. Lake Stratification Defined, 
Temperature Issues.  Two additional meetings are 
scheduled in November and December for topics that 
may come up during discussion.  For more details go to 
the CWQF website. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
What’s Going on Elsewhere 

 
Upcoming Seminars and Conferences 
 

 
The 19th Annual South Platte Forum 
 
October 22-23, 2008—Radisson Conference Center 
Longmont, Colo. 

You can still sign up for this one.  How Weather 
Messes Up Perfectly Good Water Supply Forecasts, 
Tracking Climate Trends in Colorado, What Is in 
Our Water? Fate and Effects of Consumer Product 
Chemicals, Aquatic Invasive Species: A to Z 
(Asiatic Clams to Zebra Mussels)—Check the 
website for more engaging speakers and topics. 
http://www.southplatteforum.org/ 

WESTCAS Fall Conference 
 

October 29-31, 2008 
Loews Denver Hotel 
4150 East Mississippi Ave. 
Denver, Colorado 80246 

It’s not too late to sign up for this one.  Dynamic 
speakers in both regulatory and legislative arena.  
Round table work groups discussions.   Sampling of 
topics include: Panel of Alternative Fuels, Water 
and Energy Panel-Effects of Water and Power, 
Change of Public Attitudes Based on Elections, 
Elections, Politics and Regulations—What is the 
Western Impact?  Go to the website for 
registration to this important conference.  
www.westcas.org 

Biosolids, PPCPs and the Environment  
Biosolids Committee Seminar 
 
November 13, 2008 
Double Tree Hotel Denver 
3203 Quebec Street 
Denver, CO  80207 
 
The Rocky Mountain Water Environment 
Association’s Biosolids Committee will be 
sponsoring a seminar on wastewater biosolids, 
pharmaceuticals and personal care products 
(PPCPs) and the environment. The presentations 

will focus on wastewater treatment technologies, 
fate and transport of PPCPs, as well as biosolids 
land application and environmental impacts.  
Registration can be done online at 
http://www.rmwea.org/rmwea/committees/bios
olids/11-08_Seminar.htm 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confluence Newsletter Editors 
 

Mary Gardner, L/E WWTP 

Blair Corning, South Adams County 

 
 

Need a job?  Looking for 
someone to fill an open 

position?   
Try the job posting on our 

website at: 
 

http://www.cwwuc.org/jobs.html 

 

 


