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October 14, 2009

Mr. Steve Gunderson, Director
Water Quality Control Division

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South

Denver, CO 80246-1530

RE:
RESPONSE TO ANTIDEGRADATION ISSUES
Dear Mr. Gunderson:

The Colorado Wastewater Utility Council (CWWUC) is providing this letter in response to the continued discussion on the antidegradation issues.
1. The CWWUC supports the proposed 6 out of 10 years to determine Effluent Dominance vs. the current 8 out of 10 years.

2. The CWWUC does not object to the proposed dates 2000-2009 for determination of Effluent Dominance.
3. The Council continues to be concerned about the trigger that causes an antidegradation review based on the definition of “increased impact” vs. “increased discharge”.  One example the Council can offer is the situation with Fountain Creek where there was a small change in hardness that triggered an antidegradation review.  The Council also believes that if there is a change in a single standard, only that constituent should be evaluated for antidegradation purposes, as opposed to a full-blown review of all constituents in a discharge permit.  This would apply if the standard is a more stringent standard or if there is a relaxation of the standard.  Either way the antidegradation evaluation should only be made on the particular constituent of concern.
4. The CWWUC suggests that when Implicit Limits are set a 15% safety factor also be allowed.  When calculating the implicit number the period of record is reviewed, the highest number is chosen and that number is applied as the NIL.  However, there is a probability that this same concentration could be discharged again.  Therefore we suggest a 15% safety factor be applied to the Impact Limit.
5. The CWWUC suggests that when the Division runs a Reasonable Potential Analysis for antidegradation, consideration be given to facilities that have, or are proposing, installation of improved treatment.  Many of the newer technologies and processes are expected to provide greater removal efficiency for many parameters potentially subject to antidegradation-based effluent limits.
The CWWUC appreciates the opportunity to continue to comment on these important issues.  We are interested in participating in any future workgroup that may be organized to further develop these issues.  Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,

Paul L Grundemann

CWWUC Chair

