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Serving Colorado’s Water Quality and Treatment Needs





October 18, 2007

Water Quality Control Commission

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South
Denver, CO 80246-1530

Dear Commissioners:

The Colorado Wastewater Utility Council wishes to express its support for the Colorado Water Pollution Control Revolving Fund (WPCRF) program and the Intended Use Plan (IUP) under consideration by the Commission.  The Council is an organization of Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW) and wastewater utilities in Colorado with over 40 members, each holding Colorado Pollution Discharge Permits.  The WPCRF and IUP are important to the Council as several members have utilized or applied for loans under the program.  The Council has also supported continued funding of the states’ program at the federal level.

The cost of providing wastewater treatment services continues to rise at an annual average of 6% to 8%, or more, across the nation, including here in Colorado.  Costs are increasing due to a variety of factors including increased levels of treatment required, escalation in construction costs, increasing energy and materials costs,  increasing personnel costs (including health care) and greater public expectations to name a few.  This pattern is expected to continue as we move forward to address the nationally recognized infrastructure gap, tackle the difficult nutrient issue, increase the importance of anti-degradation and study emerging contaminants/endocrine disruptors.

Affordability and sustainability of wastewater treatment are becoming critical issues as we strive to protect state waters.  Maintaining a full suite of financing options to utilities facing these issues will assist in continuing the high level of water quality protection provided by POTWs that Colorado currently enjoys and has come to expect.  The WPCRF is an important component in this financing suite and its continuation, both with funding at the federal level and implementation at the state level, is vital in this effort.

The IUP contains a point system to assist in setting priorities for projects in the state.  The Council supports, in general, the proposed points system, recognizing the difficulty in setting priorities.  The Council is concerned, however, about the awarding of points to facilities under enforcements actions for non-compliance and the balance of providing funds for small and large utilities/projects.  At present, the Council does not propose adjusting the point system in the IUP, but would like to assist in addressing these issues in the future.

The Council supports the proposed IUP and urges continuation of this program.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul Grundemann

Chair, Colorado Wastewater Utility Council
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